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pity and pardon in the name of the Son of his love.
Let us beseech Him to give us a true spirit of re-
pentance, and of hearty undivided faith in the Lord
Jesus. Let us not be satisfied till the cordiality of
our belief be confirmed to us by that character with
which we are furnished by an inspired writer, " that
to as many as believe, Christ is precious ;" and let
us strive to increase daily in love towards our blessed
Saviour; and pray earnestly, that "we may be filled
with joy a&dpeaco in believing, that we may abound
in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost." Let
us diligently put in practice the directions already
given for cherishing and cultivating the principle of
the love of Christ. With this view let us labour
assiduously to increase in knowledge, that our affec-
tion to the Lord, who bought us, may be deeply
rooted and rational. By frequent meditation on the
incidents of our Saviour's life, and still more on the
astonishing circumstances of his death; by often
calling to mind the state from which He proposes to
rescue us, and the glories of his heavenly kingdom;
by continual intercourse with Him of prayer and
praise, of dependence and confidence in dangers, of
hope and joy in our brighter hours, let us endeavour
to keep Him constantly present to our minds, and
to render all our conceptions of Him more distinct,
lively, and intelligent. The title of Christian is a
reproach to us, if we estrange ourselves from Him
after whom we are denominated. The name of Jesus
is not to be to us like the Allah of the Mahometans,
a talisman or an amulet, to be worn on the arm,
merely as an external badge and symbol of our pro-
fession, and to preserve us from evil by some myste-
rious and unintelligible potency; but it is to be en-
graven deeply on the heart, there written by the
finger of God Himself in everlasting characters. It
is our sure and undoubted title to present peace and

